
Welcome
We welcome you to church this summer as we celebrate 

the rich legacy of faith and community that 
St. John’s-on-the-Lake has represented to generations of islanders.

Thank You
To the Scanlon Family for hosting today’s service. 

We want to remind our friends and visitors that the chapel is open on Sundays 
beginning June 22 from 9:30 a.m.-11:30 a.m.  Due to continued vandalism, 
the Chapel will be locked except for Sunday services or by special arrangement.  
For anyone wishing to visit inside the Chapel arrangements can be made by 
contacting a member of the St. John's-on-the-Lake Association Board of Trustees 
or by email request through our website at www.stjohnsonthelake.com.  

In Memoriam

CHRISTINE (BRENNER) MACDONALD

Christine "Chris" (Brenner) Macdonald, 58, died on Friday,
November 8, 2013, at the York Lutheran Home. She was the
wife of Garen B. Macdonald. The couple wed on June 19,
1976. Born on August 13, 1955, in Phillipsburg, she was the
daughter of Robert E. Brenner and the late Anne (Larson)
Brenner. Chris was teacher's aide for Northern High School.
Mrs. Macdonald loved animals of all sorts. Most importantly,
Chris was a loving mother and grandmother. Along with her
husband, Garen, Chris is survived by two daughters, Jenah
Edgcomb and her husband, Mat of Mechanicsburg, and Kelli

Macdonald and her boyfriend, Trevor Zortman of Dover; two grandchildren,
Sierra Weaver and Tegan Edgcomb; and one brother, Eric Brenner and his wife,
Barbara of Atlanta, Ga. Memorial contributions may be made to the loving ani-
mals at the SPCA, 3159 Susquehanna Trail N., York, PA 17406.



JUNE 22 Rev. Jay Hutchinson (Episcopal)
Middletown, Delaware
Communion 

JUNE 29 Rev. Paul O’Neil (United Methodist)
Moultonborough, New Hampshire

JULY 6 Rev. Philip Polhemus (United Methodist)
Meredith, New Hampshire
Communion

JULY 13 Rev. Jeff Stevens (Awakening Spirit Christian Church)
Northfield, New Hampshire

JULY 20 Rev. Mark Chatterton (United Methodist, Ret.)
Belmont, New Hampshire

JULY 27 Rev. Janet Salbert (United Methodist)
Alexandria, Virginia
Communion & Blessing of the Animals

AUGUST 3 Youth Sunday
Service led by Camp Nokomis

AUGUST 10 Father Jack Hurley (Catholic)
Washington, D.C.
Mass

AUGUST 17 Rev. Cynthia Petrie (Congregational Church)
Freedom, New Hampshire

AUGUST 24 Rev. Dee Shaffer (Episcopal)
Jesup, Georgia
Communion

ST. JOHN’S-ON-THE-LAKE
Bear Island - Lake Winnipesaukee

Morning Worship 10 a.m.

CHAPEL HISTORY
St. John’s-on-the-Lake was founded in the summer of 1927 at the

urging and initiative of Birch Island summer resident the Rev.
Kenneth Ripley Forbes and the Episcopal Diocese of New Hampshire.
The summer island population was growing and Rev. Forbes recog-
nized there was a need among the summer island residents for a regu-
lar place of worship.  With the support of the Diocese in purchasing
the land, Rev. Forbes raised funds for the construction of a simple
stone chapel around an observation tower that had been constructed
decades earlier at the highest point on Bear Island. 

In the early years as many as three services were held each summer
Sunday.  Ten minutes before church convened, Rev. Forbes would tug
on the rope which hung from the tower bell to summon everyone
walking up the paths. Boatloads of worshippers came from the Weirs,
along with other craft, parked at the church docks in Deep Cove. 

In 1954, the St. John's-on-the-Lake Association was formed and
authorized by the Diocese to assume responsibility for church opera-
tion and financing.  Under the leadership of the Association, St. John’s
sponsored services of various denominations making it a truly ecu-
menical church.  In August of 1976 the Diocese turned over the deed
to the Association for the sum of $1.00 with the stipulation that it
revert to the Diocese if it is not used for religious purposes.

St. John’s has been the site of numerous weddings and baptisms.
Participation in the life of St. John’s-on-the-Lake is open to all.
Additional information about how to support St. John’s can be found
at our web site stjohnsonthelake.com or by talking to a member of the
Association board.  

"This church has been placed where it is in order to minister to every
sort of person who makes this beautiful region a vacation spot, either for
long or short periods. Regardless of what your religious affiliation at
home may be, we hope that you will join each Sunday with us at this
community centre of worship." 

(Kenneth Ripley Forbes, Priest-in-Charge, July 1927) 



SUNDAY, JULY 13, 2014

"Defile not, therefore, the land which you shall inhabit."
Numbers 35:34

Call to Worship

Leader: "The Earth. . . is a sparkling blue and white jewel. . . laced with
slowly swirling veils of white. . . like a small pearl in a thick sea of black
mystery." (Edgar Mitchell, US Astronaut)
All: "All creation is a song of praise to God." (Hildegard of Bingen, Mystic)
Leader: "O moving force of Wisdom, you encircle the wheel of the cosmos,
you encompass all that is, all that has life, in one vast circle." 
(Hildegard of Bingen)
All: "All creation is a song of praise to God." 
Leader: "It could be that god has not absconded but spread, as our vision
and understanding of the universe have spread, to a fabric of spirit and sense
so grand and subtle, powerful in a new way, that we can only feel blindly of
its hem." (Annie Dillard, naturalist writer)
All: "All creation is a song of praise to God."  
Leader: ". . . stardust is not just fairy-tale magic; it is what we are really
made of. . ." (Elisabet Sahtouris, Ecofeminist) 
All: "All creation is a song of praise to God."  
Leader: "Great Spirit, . . . give me the strength to walk the soft earth, a rela-
tive to all that is! . . . all over the earth the faces of living things are all alike.
. . This is my prayer; hear me!" (Black Elk, Oglala Sioux) 
All: "All creation is a song of praise to God."  
Leader: "There is not anything new to be born. It has been within you from
the beginningless beginning. It has only to be awakened, to become aware of
itself in you." (Zen saying) 
All: "All creation is a song of praise to God."  
Leader: ". . . for in God we live/ and move/ and have our being." (Acts
17:28) 
All: "All creation is a song of praise to God."  

for your grace
and one more experience of your presence,
for your promise:
to be with us,
to be our God,
and to give salvation.

For these, and all blessings,
we give you thanks, eternal, loving God,
through Jesus Christ we pray. Amen.

Hymn No. 8 ............................................. “Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee”

Benediction
Sung Response

Shalom
Shalom my friends, Shalom my friends, Shalom, Shalom. 

May peace be with you,
may peace be with you Shalom, Shalom.

The Rev. Jeffrey Stevens

Rev. Jeffrey Stevens is the Senior Minister of Awakening Spirit Christian
Church, based in Tilton, NH. He was born in Williamstown, Massachusetts
but spent most of his summers at his grandparents (the Deckers) cottage
on Bear Island. There his grandmother Glena taught him how to 
venture out at twilight and stand sill enough to feed deer apples
from his hand, an accomplishment that still means more to him 

than his degree from Harvard Divinity School.
Jeff loves every inch of Bear, and knows many of the rocks 

and trees here personally.  
His feet seldom feel as steady as when they stand on 

Bear's uneven and rocky ground.



Leader: ". . . When you stand in the presence of the moon, you become a
new creation. . . The elementary particles of your body have absorbed an
influence and in that sense they--and you--are brand spanking new, a
human being resonating everywhere with moonlight." (Brian Swimme,
physicist) 
All: "All creation is a song of praise to God." 
Leader: "We shall not cease from exploration/ And the end of all our
exploring/ Will be to arrive where we started/ And know the place for the
first time." (T. S. Eliot, poet)
All: "All creation is a song of praise to God." 

Hymn No. 21 ..........................................................“We Gather Together”

Prayers and Concerns

Gathering Prayer

Good God, Creator of the world, draw us into prayer and celebration 
as we gather to remember the gifts of your earth and the stewardship 
you have entrusted to us as tillers and tenders in your image.

We know that in the gathering of the people, power is present among us; 
your Holy Spirit stirs and moves and gives us courage 
to remember that all good gifts come first from you.

We praise you for this creation in the words of the Psalmist, 
sung by our ancestors in faith for generations:

"God speaks: the heavens are made; 
God breathes: the stars shine. 
God bottles the waters of the sea 
and stores them in the deep 
All earth, be astounded, 

stand in awe of God." Amen.

Passing of the Peace

Scripture ........................................................................ Matthew 13:1-23

Sermon: 
Trees

Hymn No. 288 .......................................... “Let Us Break Bread Together”

The Service Of Holy Communion

Invitation
Prayer of Confession

Assurance of God’s Forgiveness
The Lord’s Prayer (using “trespasses”)

Giving of the Bread and Cup

Prayer of Thanksgiving (unison) ............................ Vienna Cobb Anderson

God of all blessings,
source of all life,
giver of all grace:

We thank you for the gift of life:
for the breath
that sustains life,
for the food of this earth
that nurtures life,
for the love of family and friends
without which there would be no life.

We thank you for the mystery of creation:
for the beauty
that the eye can see,
for the joy
that the ear may hear,
for the unknown
that we cannot behold filling the universe with wonder,
for the expanse of space
that draws us beyond the definitions of our selves.

We thank you for this day:
for life
and one more day to love,
for opportunity
and one more day to work for justice and peace,
for neighbors
and one more person to love
and by whom be loved,


