
Welcome
We welcome you to church this summer as we celebrate 

the rich legacy of faith and community that 
St. John’s-on-the-Lake has represented to generations of islanders.

Thank You
To the Forbes Family for hosting today’s service. 

Announcement
Following the service Father Hurley will lead a dedication of a new memorial win-

dow, located over the entrance to the Chapel.   The window has been donated by friends
and family members of John Ripley and Margaret Sanders Forbes, summer residents of
Birch Island.  The gift recognizes their longstanding support of St. John's and especial-
ly the leadership of John Ripley Forbes in persuading the Episcopal Diocese of New
Hampshire to place the responsibility for operating and maintaining the Chapel with
the St. John's-on-the-Lake Association.  
In 1954 John Ripley Forbes helped organize the St. John's-on-the-Lake

Association and served as the Association's first Secretary.  By applying his organiza-
tional and fundraising skills, he persuaded an initially skeptical Episcopal Diocese to
suspend a proposed sale of the chapel and instead entrust the St. John's Chapel to the
newly formed Association.  In 1960 the Chapel again faced a challenge with the sus-
pension of summer services and in 1962, extensive damage by vandals.  Acting quick-
ly, the Association was reorganized and the Board named John Ripley Forbes its
President.   With his trademark salutation "Keep Smiling," Forbes accepted what he
viewed as a happy challenge and went about recruiting new board members, energiz-
ing old members and raising thousands of dollars necessary to maintain and repair the
historic structure.
For 60 years the St. John's-on-the-Lake Association has been responsible for the care

and maintenance of the St. John's-on-the-Lake Chapel and hosts summer religious serv-
ices for the residents of our island community. Forbes' leadership came at a critical time
in the history of St. John's.  Regular summer services resumed after the crisis of 1962,
and have continued without interruption to this day. 
The window being dedicated today was created by Northwood, New Hampshire

artisan Susan Pratt-Smith who is well known for her work with leaded glass in ecclesi-
astical spaces.  The medium chosen for the window is clear leaded glass, intended to
enhance appreciation of the natural beauty surrounding the chapel.  The window design
and inscription underscore the blessings found in the natural world that were such an
important part of John and Margaret Forbes' lives.  The window inscription reads: 
IN THE NATURAL WORLD, GOD IS EVERYWHERE.

We want to remind our friends and visitors that the chapel is open on Sundays 
beginning June 22 from 9:30 a.m.-11:30 a.m.  Due to continued vandalism, 
the Chapel will be locked except for Sunday services or by special arrangement.  
For anyone wishing to visit inside the Chapel arrangements can be made by 

contacting a member of the St. John's-on-the-Lake Association Board of Trustees 
or by email request through our website at www.stjohnsonthelake.com.  



CHAPEL HISTORY
St. John’s-on-the-Lake was founded in the summer of 1927 at the

urging and initiative of Birch Island summer resident the Rev.
Kenneth Ripley Forbes and the Episcopal Diocese of New Hampshire.
The summer island population was growing and Rev. Forbes recog-
nized there was a need among the summer island residents for a regu-
lar place of worship.  With the support of the Diocese in purchasing
the land, Rev. Forbes raised funds for the construction of a simple
stone chapel around an observation tower that had been constructed
decades earlier at the highest point on Bear Island. 

In the early years as many as three services were held each summer
Sunday.  Ten minutes before church convened, Rev. Forbes would tug
on the rope which hung from the tower bell to summon everyone
walking up the paths. Boatloads of worshippers came from the Weirs,
along with other craft, parked at the church docks in Deep Cove. 

In 1954, the St. John's-on-the-Lake Association was formed and
authorized by the Diocese to assume responsibility for church opera-
tion and financing.  Under the leadership of the Association, St. John’s
sponsored services of various denominations making it a truly ecu-
menical church.  In August of 1976 the Diocese turned over the deed
to the Association for the sum of $1.00 with the stipulation that it
revert to the Diocese if it is not used for religious purposes.

St. John’s has been the site of numerous weddings and baptisms.
Participation in the life of St. John’s-on-the-Lake is open to all.
Additional information about how to support St. John’s can be found
at our web site stjohnsonthelake.com or by talking to a member of the
Association board.  

"This church has been placed where it is in order to minister to every
sort of person who makes this beautiful region a vacation spot, either for
long or short periods.  Regardless of what your religious affiliation at
home may be, we hope that you will join each Sunday with us at this
community centre of worship." 

(Kenneth Ripley Forbes, Priest-in-Charge, July 1927) 

JUNE 22 Rev. Jay Hutchinson (Episcopal)
Middletown, Delaware
Communion 

JUNE 29 Rev. Paul O’Neil (United Methodist)
Moultonborough, New Hampshire

JULY 6 Rev. Philip Polhemus (United Methodist)
Meredith, New Hampshire
Communion

JULY 13 Rev. Jeff Stevens (Awakening Spirit Christian Church)
Northfield, New Hampshire

JULY 20 Rev. Mark Chatterton (United Methodist, Ret.)
Belmont, New Hampshire

JULY 27 Rev. Janet Salbert (United Methodist)
Alexandria, Virginia
Communion & Blessing of the Animals

AUGUST 3 Youth Sunday
Service led by Camp Nokomis

AUGUST 10 Father Jack Hurley (Catholic)
Washington, D.C.
Mass

AUGUST 17 Rev. Cynthia Petrie (Congregational Church)
Freedom, New Hampshire

AUGUST 24 Rev. Dee Shaffer (Episcopal)
Jesup, Georgia
Communion

ST. JOHN’S-ON-THE-LAKE
Bear Island - Lake Winnipesaukee
Morning Worship 10 a.m.



SUNDAY, AUGUST 10, 2014

Entrance Hymn No. 217 .................................... Lord of All Hopefulness
Valerie Cross, organist

Greeting

Penitential Prayer

Gloria

Old Testament Reading...........................................1 Kings 19: 9a, 11-13a

Responsorial Psalm ..................................................................... Psalm 85
“Lord, let us see Your kindness and grant us Your salvation.”

New Testament Reading .................................................... Romans 9: 1-5

Gospel Reading .......................................................... Matthew 14: 22-33

Sermon:  “The Windows of Our Soul”

Prayer of the People:
Response:  “Lord, hear our prayer.”

Offertory Hymn No. 1 .......................... Our God, Our Help in Ages Past
Valerie Cross, organist

Liturgy of the Eucharist:

Responses:
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Save us, Savior of the world,
for by your Cross and Resurrection
you have set us free.

The Lord’s Prayer

Sign of Peace

Holy Communion

Closing Prayer

Recessional Hymn No. 485 ............................. This is My Father’s World
Valerie Cross, organist

Father Jack Hurley

Father Jack Hurley grew up in Somerville, Massachusetts and 
spent summers at Squam Lake, including a couple of years as a counselor at
Camp Hale in Sandwich. He attended Providence College, Harvard Kennedy

School, and received a Ph.D. in Politics at Catholic University. 
After 15 years as a Foreign Service Officer and tours in South Africa, 

Germany and Vietnam, he entered Mt. St. Mary’s Seminary in Emmitsburg,
Maryland. In 1982 he was ordained a Roman Catholic priest for the
Archdiocese of Washington. He also has served at parishes in Merrimac 

and Keene, here in New Hampshire. At present he is “on active retirement” 
at St. Matthew’s Cathedral in Washington, DC. 

He also lectures part time in the Politics Department at Catholic University. 
Here at the lake he enjoys vacationing with 

Barry and Nancy Forbes Ephraim and their family. 


